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Program
Sonata for Bassoon and Piano (2001) Robert Paterson
(b. 1970)I. Edison's Ears
II. Mina's Tapping
III. Invention Factory Eureka
Diane Birr, piano
Oblivion Astor Piazzolla
(1921-1992)
Gregory Quick, bassoon
Black: for two bassoons (2008) Marc Mellits
(b. 1966)
Gregory Quick, bassoon
Intermission
Graham's Crackers: for solo bassoon (arr. 2018) Dana Wilson
(b. 1946)I. Ballad
II. Samba
Dark Wood (2001) Jennifer Higdon
(b. 1962)
Susan Waterbury, violin
Elizabeth Simkin, cello
Diane Birr, piano
Biographies
Collaborative Artists
Diane Birr, Professor of piano, has been a faculty member at
Ithaca College School of Music since 1993. Dr. Birr has
performed with numerous vocalists and instrumentalists in
recitals and master classes throughout the United States, and
in Australia, Canada, France, Scotland, Austria, and Norway. 
Artists with whom she has collaborated include flutist Doriot
Anthony Dwyer (BSO), world-renowned bassist François
Rabbath, violinist Eduard Melkus, Christian Lindberg
(International trombone soloist), Meir Rimon (Israel
Philharmonic), Joseph Alessi (NY Philharmonic), M. Dee Stewart,
and flute duo ZAWA!   Birr has been frequently featured as a
collaborative pianist on the Cayuga Chamber Orchestra’s 
Chamber Music Series and in numerous concerts at Ithaca
College, as well as throughout the country and internationally. 
She has also served as an official collaborative pianist for
multiple conferences and competitions including the Music
Teachers National Association’s (MTNA) national competitions,
the International Double Reed Society Conference, the
International Horn Society and the International Trombone
Association’s conferences and the inaugural International Brass
Conference held at Bloomington, Indiana. 
An honors graduate from the University of Michigan where he
was a student of Hugh Cooper, Gregory Quick joined the
Syracuse Symphony Orchestra as it’s principal bassoonist in
1977 and performed with its successor, Symphoria, through
2016.  He had several concerto performances with the SSO,
including John Williams ‘Five Sacred Trees’ in 1999, and
additionally served as the Symphony personnel manager for 11
years from 1995 to 2006. In January of 2013 Mr. Quick was
appointed acting principal bassoon with the Rochester
Philharmonic Orchestra for their 2013 season, an was
additionally appointed principal bassoon with the Lake Placid
Sinfonietta starting in 2013 as well. He has performed with the
Skaneateles Festival, Minnesota Orchestra, Chicago Chamber
Musicians, the Summer Music Festival of Arkansas, Fort Wayne
Philharmonic, Cayuga Chamber Orchestra, Detroit Symphony
Orchestra, Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, Virginia Symphony,
Hawaii Symphony Orchestra, Orchestre Symphonique de
Montreal, and the Toledo Zoo Band. He is currently an adjunct
faculty member at Syracuse University.
Susan Waterbury, violinist, has performed in many parts of
the world, including the United States, Europe, Turkey, and
China. The New York Times commended Waterbury’s playing,
writing, “Waterbury’s songful flights…were especially
compelling”. The Los Angeles Times wrote, “...achieved strong,
characterful playing – as was the case throughout the evening –
of the excellent violinist, Susan Waterbury”. Waterbury is
Professor of Violin at the Ithaca College School of Music and
maintains an active performing schedule. Former faculty
positions include at the Cleveland Institute of Music with the
Cavani String Quartet as String Quartet in Residence, at The
University of Memphis as an Associate Professor of Violin and
member of the Ceruti String Quartet, and at Garth Newel Music
Center as Co-Artistic Director and Artist in Residence. For
eleven years, Waterbury was a founding violinist in the Cavani
String Quartet. Cavani performed and taught regularly for
concert series and festivals throughout the U.S. and abroad and
garnered many awards including First Prize in the Walter W.
Naumberg Chamber Music, Cleveland Quartet, and Carmel
chamber music competitions. Cavani also received prizes in the
Banff International, Fischoff, and Coleman competitions. 
Elizabeth Simkin's studies include Indiana University
Bloomington (D.M.A.), Eastman School of Music (M.M.), and 
(B.M.) Oberlin College. There she studied cello with Janos
Starker, Steven Doane, Richard Kapuscinski, Toby Saks.
Formerly, teaching assistant to Janos Starker; faculty, Indiana
University Bloomington, Earlham College, Eastman School of
Music, Bowdoin Summer Music Festival, Heifetz International
Music Institute. Formerly, cellist, Richmond Symphony
Orchestra, Cayuga Chamber Orchestra. Cellist, Ariadne String
Quartet, Ensemble X, Taliesin Trio. Solo performances with
Buffalo Chamber Orchestra, New Music Festival. Fellowship,
Tanglewood Music Center. International recitals as a U.S.
artistic ambassador. 
Christin Schillinger
Hailed as a “soloist, teacher, and force of nature” by The
Double Reed (Journal of the International Double Reed Society),
bassoonist Christin Schillinger specializes in the accessibility
of the avant-garde, aiming to broaden the audience for both
new music and bassoon. American Record Guide refers to her
playing as “full of life and inspiration.”  “She plays [bassoon]
with total mastery.” (Fanfare)
 
Schillinger works closely with living composers. Her newest solo
album, Bassoon Unbounded (2018), highlights works from the
21st Century written in her dedication. Her prior solo albums,
Bassoon Transcended (2013) and Bassoon Surrounded (2009),
produced for MSR Classics by Swineshead Productions, include
world-premiere recordings of new works. Collaborative
composers remark on her “natural interpretation” and “perfect
musical choices.” 
 
To facilitate the demands of 21st-century compositions,
Schillinger researches reed-making consistency. Her 2016
book, Bassoon Reed Making (Indiana University Press) details
current and historic trends in this field. Schillinger’s
groundbreaking research extends to guest lectures and
residencies throughout the United States and Europe.
 
Schillinger is an active scholar, working regularly with Oxford
and Indiana University presses as well as the International
Double Reed Society. In addition to publishing with IDRS,
Schillinger appears regularly at conferences as a lecturer
and/or performer. She also co-hosted the 2012 Annual
Conference and inaugural IDRS Teen Camp.
 
Schillinger is currently on faculty at Ithaca College in New York,
the home of Ithaca Bassooniversity. She is also an active
performer in the Ithaca Arts community playing with both
Ensemble X and the Cayuga Chamber Orchestra. Previously,
she has held positions with Miami University, the University of
Nevada, and various orchestras throughout the west.
Schillinger received her degrees from Northwestern, Michigan
State, and Arizona State Universities under the guidance of Bob
Barris, Barrick Stees, Michael Kroth, Albie Micklich, and Jeffrey
Lyman.
